
 

 

Celebrating  41 years of òBuilding skills and enriching lives through  
literacy in the Lapeer County area.ó 

Family Literacy Center 
2021 Annual Report 

Follow Us  

Visit our website at www.readlapeer.org 

The Family Literacy Center is an equal opportunity employer and complies with all state and  
federal nondiscrimination laws in the administration of its programs. 

tǊƻǳŘ wŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ  
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Brand Manager,  
View Newspaper 
Group  
 

 
 
 
Linda DeTavernier,  
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Teacher,  
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Retired Teacher 
 
 
 
 
Tom Long,   
 Retired VP,  
Rowe, PSC. 
 
 
 
 
 
Liz McVety 
ChoiceOne 
Bank 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Kolby Miller,   
CEO, Medstar  
Ambulance 
 
 
 
 
Gloria Sherman, 
Co-Owner  

Parenting  
Partnership 
            
 

 
 
 

Erin Zettle, 
Attorney at 
Elder Zettle, PLC   

Family Literacy Center Board Members 

Lorretta Deneweth,  
President  

Share holder,  
Mattina, Kent &  

Gibbens 
 

Katie Krane,  
Vice President 

Vice President Sales & 

Service, Security  

Credit Union 

James Smith, 

Secretary  

Retired Newspaper  

Columnist 

 

Tim Oesch,  

Treasurer  

CPA Oesch & Seiting, 

P.C. 



 

 

 

1986 ~ Betty Mooi 

1987 ~ Susan Mooi 

1988 ~ Mildred Scheuern 

1989 ~ Russ Franzen 

1990 ~ Al Hensel 

1991-1992 ~ Linda McAlpine 

1993 ~ Dr. Richard Mackey 

1994-1995 ~ Dr. Michael OõLeary 

1996-2001 ~ Byron J. Konschuh 

2002-2004 ~ C. Bruce Lawrence 

2005 - 2014 ~ Leanne Panduren  

2015 - 2016 ~ Tom Long  

2017 - 2018 ~ James Smith 

2019 - Present ~ Lorretta Deneweth 

Our Past Presidents 
 
 

We are proud of our 35 year history in Lapeer County.  We are equally proud of those who have served on 

our volunteer Board of Directors, which was established in 1986.   An elite group of individuals have served 

in the often demanding capacity of President.  The following is a list of Presidents of the Family Literacy 

Center Board of Directors.  We appreciate their dedication to our cause. 

Office Staff Members 

 
Mary Shelton-Wiese, Executive Director since 1996 

Meredith Donahue, Program Administrator since 2007 

Mary Bond, Program Specialist since 1998 

GST Mi Works! Tutors 
 
Marjie Immekus, GST Works! Tutor since 2015 

Dan Nolley, GST Works! Tutor since 2018 

Shawna Heckman, GST Works! Tutor since 2019 

Kris Kaye, GST Works! Tutor since 2021 

Jobs for Michigan Graduates Specialists 
 
Ashley Fanson, JMG Specialist since 2020 

Katie Chrismer, JMG Specialist since 2021 



 

 



 

 

Adult Program Stats for  
2021 - 2022 School Year 

72% 
hǾŜǊ тн҈ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƭƛǾŜ ŀǘ ƻǊ ōŜƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ 
ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅ ƭŜǾŜƭΦ   

¢ƘŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƻƴ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŀŘǳƭǘ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ 
ǳƴŘŜƴƛŀōƭŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀŘǳƭǘ ŜŘ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ Ŏŀƴ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭƭȅ 
ŜŀǊƴ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ϷмлΣллл ƳƻǊŜ ǇŜǊ ȅŜŀǊ ƻƴŎŜ ǘƘŜȅ 
ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘƛǇƭƻƳŀΗώƛϐ  
[i] Carnevale, A., Strohl, J. and N. Ridley. (2017). Good jobs that pay 

without a BA. Center on Education and the Workforce, Georgetown 

University. 

37 Graduates 
от D95ǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ōȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŜƴǊƻƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ 

ƻǳǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ hǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ мпр 

ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ŀǊŜŀ ǘŜǎǘǎΦ 

9ǾŜǊȅ ȅŜŀǊΣ ƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǎƛȄ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŀŘǳƭǘǎτƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ 
мΦн ƳƛƭƭƛƻƴτŘǊƻǇ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦр   

5 Counties 
²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ  ǘǳǘƻǊǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ р ŎƻǳƴǝŜǎΥ  
[ŀǇŜŜǊΣ ¢ǳǎŎƻƭŀΣ .ŀŘ !ȄŜΣ {ƘƛŀǿŀǎǎŜŜΣ ŀƴŘ {ŀƴƛƭŀŎ 
/ƻǳƴǝŜǎΦ  
hǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ƘǳƳō !ǊŜŀ ƻŦ 
aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴΦ  hǳǊ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ D{¢ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴ ²ƻǊƪǎΗ 
ƘŜƭǇǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ 

255 Adults 
²ŜǊŜ ǘǳǘƻǊŜŘ ōȅ CŀƳƛƭȅ [ƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘǳǘƻǊǎΦ мтф ƻŦ 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴ 
[ŀōƻǊ ϧ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ hǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ DǊŀƴǘΦ 



 

 

 

 

Baileigh D. is one of our many students 

who earned their GED this year. When 

Baileigh came to the Family Literacy 

Center, she was very shy, but she was 

driven to succeed. Through her hard work 

with the Family Literacy Center and the 

JMG  

program, she completed her GED in 

October 2021.  

 

 

Now that she has completed her GED, 

Baileigh is continuing on the path to 

success by enrolling in a certification 

program to become a Veterinary 

Assistant. Her certification program is 

being funded by the WIOA (Workforce 

Innovation Opportunity Act) Program   

         through GST MiWorks.  

 

      Student Update! 
 

You may remember Jennifer N.  She won GEDôs Student of the Year in 2019.  

She worked hard at FLC with her tutor, and she didnôt stop at her GED.  She 

went on to study at Mott Community College and graduated this year with her 

Associates degree.  She is continuing her studies at the University of Michigan 

ï Flint studying for her Bachelorôs degree in Psychology. Pictured at left is 

Jennifer N. and her FLC tutor, Ellen S. at Jenniferôs graduation from Mott 

Community College. 

        !Řǳƭǘ ¢ǳǘƻǊƛƴƎ [ƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ /ŜƴǘŜǊ CŀŎǘǎ   
 

¶ CŀƳƛƭȅ [ƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŀŘǳƭǘ ǘǳǘƻǊƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƻũŜǊŜŘ ŦǊŜŜΦ 

¶ ¢ǳǘƻǊƛƴƎ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΦ  

¶ !Řǳƭǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ ƻǊ ƴǳƳŜǊŀŎȅ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΣ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ IƛƎƘ 

{ŎƘƻƻƭ 9ǉǳƛǾŀƭŜƴŎȅ ¢Ŝǎǘ όD95ύΣ ƻǊ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ [ŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ !Ŏǉǳƛǎƛǝƻƴ skills. 

Baileigh D. 

Student Spotlight 



 

 

The Jobs for Michiganôs Graduates (JMG) Program at Family Literacy Center (FLC) helps GED-seeking 

young adults up to age 24 with job skills, training opportunities, and college enrollment. Each student in the 

JMG Program learns about careers that might interest them, work-readiness skills, and resume writing. The 

JMG Program strives to meet the individual needs and goals of each student by understanding that each 

studentôs situation is unique.  

The JMG Program is 

expanding! 

With the addition of 

Katie Chrismer to the 

JMG Team, Family 

Literacy Center will 

be able to assist 100+ 

youth in Lapeer 

County and 

throughout the 

Thumb! 

JMG Specialist Katie Chrismer joined the 

Family Literacy Center staff in November 

2021. Katie graduated from University of 

Michigan - Flint in 2015 with a bachelor's 

degree in the Social Science - Joint Program. 

Coming to FLC with six years experience in 

the non-profit sector, Katie is excited to work 

with students to help them achieve their career 

and educational goals.  

JMG Specialist Ashley Fanson joined the 

Family Literacy Center staff in February 2020. 

Ashley's experience is in human resources and 

student support at the college level. Ashley is a 

dedicated worker who is passionate about 

helping the young people in her community. In 

2021, Ashley won two state level awards for 

her work with the JMG Out of School 

program.   

Community Service Projects with the JMG Program 

One of the objectives of the JMG program is to connect participants with 

community service projects to help build their resume and teach them the 

importance of doing good in their community. This year, we were able to 

partner with Patrick Scanlon of GiLLS CISMA (Genesee, Livingston, 

Lapeer, and Shiawassee County Cooperative Invasive Species Management 

Area) and Seven Ponds Nature Center to have participants do some invasive 

plant species removal on the Seven Ponds Property.  

Participants spent time learning about invasive plant species in our area and 

received instructions on removal methods and proper use of equipment. After 

that, they set out to get rid of some pesky plants! Participants used a variety 

of equipment to remove Autumn Olive bushes from the grounds around 

Seven Ponds Nature Center. The participants all said that they cannot wait to 

do more projects in the future!  
JMG Participants Austin 
and Cam removing 
invasive plants at Seven 

Ponds 



 

 

The JMG Program at Family Literacy Center is funded and supported through partnerships with  
GST MiWorks! and Youth Solutions.  

GED Success Story 

Bodie W. is one of our many students who earned their GED this year. When Bodie 

came to the Family Literacy Center, he was lacking in direction, but he was driven to 

succeed. Through his hard work with the Family Literacy Center and the JMG 

program, he completed his GED in June 2021.  

Now that he has completed his GED, Bodie is continuing on the path to success by 

enrolling in the Summer Work Experience program for IT careers. His Work 

Experience program is being funded by the WIOA (Workforce Innovation 

Opportunity Act) program through GST MiWorks.  

Our JMG Program continued its 

partnership with Quest High 

School in North Branch, MI, 

which provides students at Quest 

with instruction on employment 

skills, assistance with college 

enrollment and financial aid, 

opportunities for occupational 

training, and guest speaking 

engagements from postsecondary 

programs and local professionals.   

Pictured to the left is Annalisa 

King-Przybysz from GST 

MiWorks presenting to Quest 

students about the WIOA 

(Workforce Innovation Opportunity Act) Program, which assists youth with funding for postsecondary 

credentials. 

Program Coordinator Corey Rosser had this to say about 

our partnership with Quest: 

ñThe Jobs for Michigan Graduates program has been our 

missing link.  We've always been satisfied that we put the 

best product forward in alternative education. We've been 

the support system for many students that have pursued 

and attained their diploma.  We always felt like the 

component that was missing was that support system that is 

needed the day after graduation.  The JMG program has connected many of our students to their best 

possible future through the preparation our students receive prior to graduation, and the support provided in 

that all-important year after graduation.ò 

The JMG Program provides services and 

support to students at Quest High School and 

in the North Branch GED Program through its 

partnership with North Branch Area Schools. 



 

 

We would like to thank the View Newspaper Group for sponsoring the tank and selecting 

the Family Literacy Center for the event.  We appreciate the Lapeer Area Chamber of 

Commerce for donating the dunk tank space!  Thanks to all who sat on the "hot seat" in the 

tank, collected money, took videos, threw balls, donated online, and contributed at the tank!  

You all made this event a success for the Center and our students!    

Thank you to all who helped to raise $4,321 at the dunk tank to support our literacy 

programs at Lapeer Days!  

Amy Bober 
Heather Brolick 
Renee Carolan 
Kimberly Chaltron 
Chatfield School 
Leon & Shelly Childers 
Choice One Bank 
Lorretta & Mark Deneweth 

William & Jackie Gibbons 
Alan & Jolane Grossbauer 
Dr. Todd Harris 
Douglas & Beth Henderson 
Morris & Mary Jane Hicks 
Pat Miller 
Tim & Nita Oesch 
Bobbi Rood 

Marshall Rosquin 
David Scalf 
Kenneth & Sue Schneider 
James & Joan Smith 
Kim Smith 
Sewliestine Spivy 
Steven Thomas 
 

King of the Tank  
Senator  

Kevin Daley! 

Patric Hingst  
of Woodchips BBQ   

Scott McKenna 
Lapeer County Sheriff 

Mike Burke 
President of  

ChoiceOne Bank 

Dave Scalf 
North Branch Community 
schools Quest High 
School Teacher 

Bill Kraly 
Director of Chatfield 

School 

Kevin Moses 
FLC Tutor,  

First Baptist Church 
Minister, Lapeer H.S. 
JV Track Coach 

Eric Cattane 
Lapeer City  
Commissioner, 
Mortgage Officer at 
Security Credit Union 

Lapeer Days Dunk Tank Fundraiser! 


